
Kootenai River Habitat Restoration Program 
Bonners Ferry Islands and Straight Reach  Projects Update 

KVRI Briefing  

July 18, 2016 

 



1. Overarching framework for large-scale 
restoration 

2. Focus on dynamic river processes & 
ecosystem functions instead of prescriptive 
approach to single life stage of one species 
restoration actions 

3. Synthesis of available data & analysis  

4. Goals to address limiting factors related to: 

– Morphology 

– Riparian Vegetation 

– Aquatic Habitat 

– River Management & stewardship  

5. Toolbox of restoration treatments to 
address limiting factors 

 

KRHRP Master Plan 

 



KRHRP Projects 2011-2016 



Major Types of Treatments 

Implemented 2011-2016 

1. Pool forming structures & pool creation or enhancement to 
encourage Kootenai sturgeon to migrate to upstream 
habitat & to provide holding habitat for sturgeon, burbot  
& other native fish 

2. In river & bank structures to create more diverse & complex 
habitats for sturgeon & other native fish  

3. Side channel reconnection & floodplain creation or 
enhancement to enhance the food web & provide habitat 
for juvenile Kootenai sturgeon & other native fish 

4. Riparian enhancement (& riparian buffer fencing) to 
enhance the food web & provide cover for native fish 

 



Bonners Ferry Islands Project 2015-2016 

Access Road 



























Construction Phasing 2015-2016 



Bonners Ferry Islands Project 2015-2016 

Access Road 





Straight Reach Project 2016 





Public Boat  

Ramp Access 
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Access 
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